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May the JOY and WONDER 
of the Holiday Season 
be with you throughout 
the coming year.

Merry Christmas!

Veterans Transportation Service for VA Appointments
     The Nebraska Western Iowa VA Health Care System offers transportation for 
veterans to and from their medical appointments through the Veterans Transporta-
tion Service (VTS).  This service is FREE and available for veterans who are eligi-
ble for VA health care benefits and have a VA-authorized appointment.  The service 
is also available to veterans who use a wheelchair or scooter, however, drivers are 
unable to provide personal assistance to a veteran beyond use of the van wheelchair 
lift for loading and unloading.  Veterans who use a scooter must be able to transfer 
to a seat unassisted once they are inside the van.  One attendant or caregiver is 
allowed to travel with the veteran.  Trips must be scheduled at least 5 business days 
in advance. Passengers who are walk-ins may be transported if space is available.
     For more information or to schedule a ride, please contact the VTS office 
Monday through Friday between 6:00am-5:00pm at 402-995-4200 or 855-208-
4631.
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Thank you to all who 
supported our fundraiser this 
year.  Your support is greatly 
appreciated and will give our 

athletes the opportunity to 
participate in National 

Sports & Recreation events!

     As 2017 comes to an end, we’re all reminded that no matter what, time marches on.  And 
boy, it went by quick, didn’t it?  It seems you can get on that bus of life or watch it pass you 
by.   Heading into 2018, and determined to get all we can get from it, we are proud of our 2017 
accomplishments but know our best is yet to come.    We'll always be reaching to raise the bar 
higher, to touch more lives and enrich ourselves in the friendships that come from it.

     Our Chapter held its bowling tournament at Mockingbird Lanes this past month and everyone enjoyed the 
outing.  That "bowling bug" has gotten to a few of us as we continue to improve our scores.   Bowling weekly 
has helped the outreach as participation in our community has increased.   That said,  participation among our 
membership is always important and is a gauge to justify our efforts.  Everything we do is geared toward our 
members’ involvement as it continues to improve.  Please come out and join us if you can.
     The Christmas Tree Raffle held at the Omaha VA Hospital this year was again a great success.  Beautiful 
trees and wreaths were given to the lucky winners.  "Thank You”  to Mark Linquist, John Scott, Chris Crews, 
Jabari Wright and Seth Kotouc for helping and making it another great year.  A special "Thank You”  also to 
my wife Tammy,  Peggy Moore, Terry Nelson and Linda Buffington as the "popcorn queens" popped and sold 
hundreds of bags of popcorn. The Chapter’s Christmas party was held December 8th.   A great meal with games 
and fun was shared by all.

     This time of year we give Thanks for the many people and blessings in our 
lives that make it all worth it.  A very Merry Christmas from all of us as we 
wish you a Blessed New Year to come.
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Executive Director’s Report  

by Mary Bushman

     One of the best ways to get to know PVA and understand the importance of what we do is through the 
stories of our members.  This month our Chapter tried something new and launched a direct mail Annual 
Campaign that told the courageous and inspiring story of Great Plains PVA member Seth Kotouc. 
     Seth joined the U.S. Army in February 2009. He served 3 years working his way up through the ranks in 
Korea and Germany before being deployed to Afghanistan in 2012.  Sergeant Kotouc (Retired) was serving 
in the intelligence shop of the US Army 1-91 Cavalry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade in Afghanistan.  
His unit was one of the first to begin training the Afghan Army to be the primary force in the area on all 
missions.  His job was to team with the cavalry scouts conducting reconnaissance in the area ahead of the 
infantry, analyze the intelligence gathered from multiple sources, compare it with historical data and current 
trends, and try to accurately predict the enemy’s next move.
     On the afternoon of September 22, 2012, Sergeant Kotouc had just finished the daily commander’s up-
date brief and was working on the daily graphic intelligence summary when an enemy rocket lodged in the 
roof of the tactical operations center he was working in.  The rocket exploded sending shrapnel flying. Ser-
geant Kotouc was hit in the back severing his spinal cord instantly leaving him paralyzed.  A Jordanian offi-
cer working alongside him as a coalition partner was killed. Sergeant Kotouc was the most serious American 
injury of the attack.  That same day, before being medevac’d to Germany, Sergeant Kotouc was awarded a 
Purple Heart for his wounds received in combat.
     Paralyzed Veterans of America exists to help veterans like Seth.  The new Annual Campaign has two 
goals.  First, to create a greater awareness of Great Plains PVA and promote our mission to improve quality 
of life of paralyzed veterans and other individuals living with disabilities.  Second, to give potential donors 
the opportunity to give a year-end charitable gift to support the programs and services provided by Great 
Plains PVA. 
     This new Annual Campaign is part of a strategic plan implemented by the Great Plains PVA Board of 
Directors.  Going forward, it will continue to be a way to put a face with the organization, tell stories that 
highlight our members’ bravery and determination and help generate additional funding for our programs.   
Special thank you to Seth Kotouc for letting us tell his story.

Injured in War... Now Serving at Home
Seth’s story of service, sacrifice, and strength.
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Veteran Employment Services Available To You
by Riley Wilson

Members,

The Nebraska Department of Labor (NDOL) is committed to serving veterans who are looking for employment 
and training services. NDOL provides job seekers with a full range of employment assistance, including staff 
members who are veterans themselves and are able to aid you in your job and career needs. In order to best as-
sist you, NDOL has specialized staff members who work specifically with veterans, ensuring that you receive 
the priority of service that you deserve. Veterans and eligible spouses have access to public employment and 
training services, to include the following:
 

• Career assessment and individual counseling
• Assistance with résumés, cover letters, and interviewing skills
• Supportive services referrals
• Information on available career, training, education, and financial aid
• Labor market information
• Financial guidance and planning
• Computer and internet access
• Help with the online job application process

 
All of our services are 100% free of cost. Our objective is to prioritize your assistance and provide you with 
the tools, resources, and guidance that you need so that we may help you identify and obtain employment. We 
are here to help you, so please don’t hesitate to reach out to myself or our Program Supervisor if you have any 
questions or would like to receive any additional information about our services.  Our office in Omaha serves 
veterans in Douglas, Sarpy, and Washington counties, but if you live outside of these counties, we can direct 
you to the appropriate office that would be closest to you.  Our contact information is:
 
Riley Wilson                                                  Fred Grossman
Veterans Services Representative            Veterans Services Program Supervisor      
5752 Ames Avenue                                         5752 Ames Avenue
Omaha, Nebraska 68104                            Omaha, Nebraska 68104
(402) 934-2709                                             (402) 934-2369
 
We look forward to working with you and helping you achieve your professional goals!
Thank you for your service!

McAleer/Pierce Memorial Scholarship Program
     The Great Plains PVA Ladies Auxiliary will begin accepting applications for its McAleer/
Pierce Memorial Scholarship program in January.  The scholarship is awarded to graduating high 
school seniors who have a physical disability or have a parent with a disability. (Children of PVA members 
are eligible for this scholarship.) In addition to completing the application, applicants must submit a 250-
word essay and a college funding estimator worksheet.  All applications are due by March 1, 2018.  
     If you have any questions, or if you would like an application, please contact Amanda at the chapter of-
fice at 402-398-1422.  
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Fitness Update
by Pat Reynolds, Sports Director

 November Challenge Announcement & Results
• 250 Dips for Time; 10 Round Cap:

 ▷ Handbike 400 Meters
 ▷ Max Effort Dips

 ◆ 2 Minutes Work; 1 Minute Rest
· Elite Men – 480 Meters, 150lbs
· Rx Men – 150lbs
· Scaled Men – 120lbs
· Rx Women – 135lbs

•	 Leaderboard
 ▷ Chris Parnell – 9:58
 ▷ Greg Minow – 11:55
 ▷ Nancy Berg – 13:33
 ▷ Tim Hobbs – 13:34
 ▷ Bruce Froendt – 13:48
 ▷ Travis Hasenkamp – 15:28
 ▷ Barry Ridout – 15:45
 ▷ Daniel Schmitt – 15:46

 
December Challenge Announcement

• For Time; 10 Minute Cap
 ▷ 25 Calorie SkiErg
 ▷ 50 Overhead Press
 ▷ 75 Pulldowns
 ▷ 100 VitaGlide – 7

 ◆ Elite Men - 35/120
 ◆ Rx Men - 25/120
 ◆ Scaled Men - 15/96
 ◆ Rx Women - 15/96

 
The final challenge workout of the year is a sub-maximal test of fitness and strength of will. The loads 
are light enough that each block should be finished within 0-2 breaks, meaning you are going to have 
to push that first 25 calorie SkiErg and get back on the bar quicker than you want to if you want to win. 
End the year with a bang!

Great Plains PVA Presents Nurse of 
the Quarter Award at Omaha VA

     Nurses are the frontline medical professionals who provide 
essential care for veterans, whether it’s an emergency visit to 
the hospital or a routine checkup.  Great Plains PVA’s Board 
of Directors is happy to present the JoAnn Veiga Memorial 
Nurse of the Quarter Award to nurses at the Omaha VA who 
go above and beyond in their jobs.  They are nominated by 
their peers and supervisors, and receive special recognition 
from our chapter for their work.  Congratulations to the latest 
recipients: Nohely Campos and Angela Tichy!
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Veteran Appeals Updates
by: Mike Sheets, National Service Officer

     RAPID APPEALS MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

     This Act is sometimes called “appeals reform” or “appeals modernization” and the law will dramatically 
change the claims and appeal system.  This new law is slated to take effect in February of 2019. Under the 
new law, there will be some terminology changes, such as “reopened” will be changed to “supplemental claim” 
and “new and material evidence” will be changed to “new and relevant evidence.” Veterans will also have mul-
tiple lanes to submit an appeal, some lanes will have an “open record,” this means new and relevant evidence 
can be submitted. Other lanes will be “closed record” lanes, meaning the appeal will be decided on the evidence 
of record. The “lanes” are as follows:
 1.     Higher level review lane – this option would be used where there is a situation where there is a 
disagreement with how the rater decided the claim and not based on possible new evidence.  This lane provides 
for an entirely new review of your claim by an experienced claim adjudicator (closed record).
 2.     Supplemental claim – the second lane is for the veteran wanting to submit new evidence in support 
of the claim (open record). 
 3.     Appeal lane - If the veteran thinks the VA is wrong for other reasons, he or she can appeal to the 
Board of Veterans Appeals (BVA) (closed record).
I will discuss these lanes in greater detail as we get closer to 2019.

RAPID APPEALS MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

     In an effort to prepare for this new law and reduce the current appeals backlog, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) created Rapid Appeals Modernization Program (RAMP). Despite its name, RAMP IS NOT AP-
PEAL MODERNIZATION.
     VA is pushing to use RAMP on claims currently in appeal status, and they are selecting the oldest appeals 
first to target for the new system of modernizing appeals.  PLEASE NOTE that the new process is subject to 
change and our National Appeals Office is working to remain informed of all changes as they occur and they 
are providing input as requested when working with the VA to implement the new laws and regulations.
     If you are in appeals status and you receive a RAMP letter, please contact your current Veteran Ser-
vice	Organization	or	Paralyzed	Veterans	of	America	National	Service	Office	for	guidance	in	responding	
to the letter.  There are a number of factors to evaluate with this transitioning program that will require a 
very close look at your appeal issues and other factors before determining if utilizing the RAMP program 
would	be	beneficial	to	your	appeal.

IMPORTANT: OPTING INTO RAMP = A WITHDRAWAL OF ALL ITEMS CURRENTLY ON AP-
PEAL.

     If you opt into RAMP and wish to disagree with the RAMP decision, your RAMP appeal will not be worked 
until sometime after February 2019.
     If you receive a RAMP letter, you do NOT have to opt into the new program.  Utilizing the new program 
MAY benefit some veterans, but each appeal is unique to the veteran, their issue(s) and their evidence.  Please 
let your Veteran Service Organization or Paralyzed Veterans of America Service Office know if you do receive a 
letter.  It	will	be	very	important	for	our	National	Appeals	Office	to	work	with	you	to	determine	your	best	
course of action to ensure your due process rights are not at risk. 
     As always if you have questions pertaining to your VA benefits, do not hesitate to call either Laura or myself 
at 402-420-4017.
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     In October, PVA became aware of VA’s plan to move nearly $1 billion dedicated to programs such as Wom-
en’s Health, Mental Health, Research, and Suicide Prevention, to a general purpose fund for an unclear purpose. 
While the VA has claimed that it will be used to reinvest in “foundational services”—which includes spinal cord 
injury/disease care, there has been no guarantee that will actually occur at this point. It seems the real impact of 
this dramatic shift of funds from special purpose to general purpose is to provide more resources and flexibility 
to Veterans Integrated Service Networks (VISNs) and Medical Center Directors. PVA has long argued for the 
need for medical centers to be fully equipped to meet the needs of their patients. And while we understand the 
ultimate goal of this shift of resources we are deeply concerned by such a dramatic realignment of resources and 
the potential impact on veterans.
     VA has not provided VSOs or Congress any detailed explanation for how the proposed cuts to critical pro-
grams will better serve veterans. Given the magnitude of the proposed repurposing and the potential to devastate 
critical programs, PVA and others in the VSO community have been diligently engaging with VA to pause the 
move until the extent of the impact is understood. Several members of Congress, including the Senate Appro-
priations Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies have reached out to 
Secretary Shulkin as well to get clarification.
     We will continue to monitor this action as the consequences for some key programs in VA could be severe. 
While VA has promised that “foundational services” will benefit from this shift, we do not believe that it should 
be at the expense of other critical services within VA.

VA Considering Proposed Cuts to VA Special Purpose Funds
Information from National PVA

PVA Hosts Roundtable with Senate Commerce Leaders on Air 
Travel Accessibility

Information from National PVA

     On November 8, 2017, PVA hosted a roundtable with the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee on improving access to air travel for veterans with disabilities. The purpose of the roundtable 
discussion was to focus on how disability-related provisions in S. 1872, the “TSA Modernization Act,” and 
S. 1405, the “FAA Reauthorization Act of 2017,” would lay the ground work for ensuring safe and effective 
access to air travel for all people with disabilities. The roundtable provided an opportunity for PVA lead-
ers to share their travel experiences and for Senators and staff to learn more about their concerns. Senators 
engaged leaders about the frequency of wheelchair damage, service animals, and the general accessibility of 
air travel. 
     PVA National President David L. Zurfluh, PVA National Secretary Larry Dodson, PVA National Vice 
President Charles Brown, and Interim Executive Director Carl Blake were joined at the event by Senate
     Commerce Committee Chairman John Thune (R-SD), Ranking Member Bill Nelson (D-FL), and Sena-
tor Tammy Duckworth (D-IL). Heather Ansley, Associate General Counsel for Corporate and Government 
Relations and Lee Page, Senior Associate Advocacy Director, served as moderators for the event. Represen-
tatives for Wounded Warrior Project, the American Legion, and VetsFirst also participated.

Share Your Experience with Air Travel
    PVA wants to hear from you! If you are willing to share your experiences about traveling by air, please visit 
AirAccess30.org and submit your story!  You can also read the experiences that other people have encountered. 
     S. 1318 - the Air Carrier Access Amendments Act - was introduced earlier this year in the Senate.  PVA 
helped draft the language of this bill, including specific issues that would improve air travel for people with 
disabilities. Some of those issues include improved training for airline personnel, greater accountability in 
handling assistive devices, and a private right of action.  You can find the details of the bill at www.congress.
gov by searching S. 1318.
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Access to Care
 When comparing Veteran Service Organizations, Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) leads the way 
not only by assisting Veterans with Compensation & Pension benefits, but also in ensuring that all SCI/D 
Veterans are receiving timely and proper medical care within the VA Spinal Cord Injury/Disease System of 
Care. With that being said, PVA is requesting feedback from our members in regards to any access to care 
issues you may be having. We would like to hear from you if you are experiencing any restrictions to receiv-
ing access to care at the SCI/D Center or SCI/D Clinic. This would include issues such as your ability to re-
ceive timely quality health care, delays in obtaining an appointment, delays in appointments for a particular 
procedure, delays in obtaining specific prosthetic equipment and supplies, delays that resulted in you having 
to use the Choice Act, and/or denial of care from the VA facility.
 If you are experiencing any of the following issues, please contact your local PVA National Service 
Officer (NSO) or Veterans Health & Benefits Specialist, who is compiling a database of reported issues and 
working to resolve them on your behalf.  Please be ready to give specific details about your experience such 
as the time, date, request that was made, and person you spoke with, if possible.  We thank you for your time 
and involvement with this matter.  Your local NSO is Mike Sheets and can be reached at 402-420-4017 or by 
email at mikes@pva.org.

Upcoming Events
December 
14th:  BOD Meeting       1:00pm

25th-29th: Merry Christmas! - Office Closed

January 
1st-5th:  Happy New Year! - Office Closed

11th:  BOD Meeting       1:00pm
  General Membership Meeting    2:30pm

15th:  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Office Closed

February 
8th:  BOD Meeting       1:00pm

18th:  Auxiliary’s Wine & Roses Fundraiser at WineStyles  3:00-5:00pm

19th:  President’s Day - Office Closed

March
5th-8th:  PVA Advocacy Seminar in Washington, DC

8th:  BOD Meeting       1:00pm

11th:   Daylight Saving Time
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     Special thanks to the ladies of the Omaha Benevolent Patriotic Order of Does for spreading Christmas 
cheer to our members and their families.   Veterans who attended the Chapter’s annual Christmas party on 
December 8th were given hand crocheted blankets, ponchos, hats and gloves to help fight the winter chill. 
Children in attendance received a goody bag filled with candy, toys and personal care items, and an additional 
wrapped toy.  Smiles were all around!

DOES Organization Continues Support of Great Plains PVA

GPPVA Members Celebrate at Annual Christmas Party
     Great Plains PVA Members, Staff, Auxiliary, and families gathered for the chapter’s annual Christmas Party 
early this month, to share in the joy of the Christmas season.  A delicious meal was prepared by Auxiliary 
President Tammy Squier including festive cupcakes for dessert.  Staff had prepared games that were enjoyed 
by kids and adults alike, and facilitated a gift exchange for everyone who chose to participate.  Special thanks 
to the Omaha Benevolent Patriotic Order of the 
Does for providing gift bags and presents for all of 
the kids.  
     Fun photo props were provided for the mem-
bers to take a festive photo for our Christmas card.  
They were even joined by the Grinch!  Thanks to 
all who came out for a fun evening to celebrate 
together.
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     Also, on December 14, two representatives from the 
Does, Diane Eischen and Mary Ann Klinger, visited the 
Great Plains PVA Board of Directors meeting to present 
a $350 cash donation raised from their annual boutique 
sale.  The Does are a sister organization to the Elks Lodge 
and they hold multiple fundraisers throughout the year to 
support local charities.  The past 2 years the Does have 
supported Great Plains PVA and gratefully our relationship 
continues to grow.   Executive Director Mary Bushman and 
PVA members John Scott, Randy Squier, and Seth Kotouc 
have been invited to give a presentation about Great Plains 
PVA during the Does annual Pot Luck event in January.

     This past August, Great Plains PVA was honored to be nominated for a CSG Omaha Giving Program 
grant.   To be nominated, an organization must be a 501(c)3 charity that provides health, welfare, social 
service or educational programs or services in communities where CSG employees live and work, and re-
sponds to a proven community need.  In addition, the organization must be nominated by a CSG employee.  
     Our official application was submitted in September and requested funding for our wheelchair bowling 
league and equipment replacements in the Health & Fitness Center.  After review, our application advanced 
and we were invited to give a 30-minute presentation to the CSG Omaha Giving Committee.  Sports Direc-
tor Pat Reynolds, Bowling League Coordinator Dave Nelson and E.D. Mary Bushman delivered the presen-
tation in November. 
     I am pleased to announce that the Chapter was select-
ed to receive a CSG Omaha Giving grant.  On December 
11th, three CSG employees visited the Health & Fitness 
Center and presented a grant check to support the Fitness 
Center and Wheelchair Bowling Program.  
     CSG is a software development company with offices 
in multiple states.  Special thanks to CSG employee 
Doug Behrens for nominating Great Plains PVA for this 
CSG Omaha Giving Grant.  Doug worked as a building 
attendant and security guard for Great Plains PVA in the 
1990s and continues to recognize the service we provide 
to our veterans.

CSG Provides Grant for Fitness Center & Bowling Program

Does continued...



7612 Maple Street
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402-398-1422
www.greatplainspva.org

WHEELS ON THE GO!

Paralyzed Veterans of America Great Plains Chapter is 
pleased to continue this program for calendar year 2017.  

We will pay you for where you go and what you know!  
We are ready to reimburse you to go out on the town 
and have fun!  

And as you do, we want you to tell us how accessible your experi-
ence was.  Go out to dinner; go to the theater; go to the movies; go 
to a sporting event or any other public place where people gather, eat 
or are entertained.  Report back to us if the facility was accessible; if 
the staff was receptive to your visit; and if you would recommend the 
establishment to others in wheelchairs.

Here is how this program works:

- Go to a restaurant or place of entertainment and enjoy! 
- Send your receipt to the chapter office with your name and
   the name of your guest on the reverse side of the receipt. 
   We will only accept original receipts.
- Complete the questionnaire on the back of this form.
- You will be reimbursed for 100% of your expenses, up to
   $300 per calendar year per Great Plains PVA member.  
   NOTE:  Mileage is not included.
   Reimbursement will be forthcoming, pending approval by
   the Chapter Board of Directors (as all expenses are 
   currently processed).
- You can utilize this program as many times as you wish, up
   to the $300 limit per calendar year but you will not be
   reimbursed mulitple times for attending the same place of 
   business or venue.
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WHEELS ON THE GO!

Where did you go?  Name and address of establishment.

When did you go?  Day of week and time of day.

Was there adequate accessible parking?

Were there curb cuts and were they wide enough?

Was the entrance wheelchair friendly?  Was it wide enough?

Was there an automatic door opener?

Were you well received by the staff?

Were you able to sit comfortably at a table or at your seat?

Was the facility accommodating? restrooms, aisles, buffet lines, etc.

Would you recommend the establishment to other individuals who use wheelchairs?

Mail this completed form and your original receipt to:  Great Plains PVA
                 Wheels on the Go
                 7612 Maple Street
                 Omaha, NE  68134

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City _____________________ State _____________  Zip______________________

Phone ________________________  Email _________________________________
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info@realestate.info 

Serving Military Veterans, Spouses & Caregivers Since 2007

"My PAVE counselor helped me to transition from what I can’t do to focus on what I can do!” 

J. Wright, Veteran

WHAT WE DO
PAVE (Paving Access for Veterans Employment) provides vocational counseling and job 

placement assistance to all veterans, spouses and caregivers across the country. 

 Our unique, no-cost program offers assistance with a variety of customized job search 

strategies that position our clients for success. Through the generous support of both 

private and public partnerships, the PAVE program strives to place at least one veteran, 

caregiver or spouse every day. 

FAST FACTS

www.OperationPave.org

PAVE also provides on-going support to employer partners who want to leverage the unique 

training and skills of our nation’s veteran workforce. Through its newly launched Employer 

Training Curriculum, our partners will recognize why hiring veterans is good for their bottom 

line and will learn how to incorporate these skills into successful veteran hiring and retention 

programs. 

PAVE strives to find the best jobs for veterans and the best veterans for jobs! 

For more information about participation and support, please visit our website 

at www.OperationPave.org 

PAVE serves ALL veterans, military spouses & 

caregivers

PAVE served more than 5,000 veterans, 

spouses and caregivers since 2007

PAVE offers training and ongoing support for 

employers

More than 1200 nationwide employer & 

community partners have committed to 

promoting employment & providing resources 

for PAVE clients

PAVE provides a Partner for Life Guarantee. 
We never close a case!
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FAIR Heroes Act Introduced
Information from National PVA

     On November 9, 2017, Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL) and Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) introduced S. 
2117, the “FAIR Heroes Act,” that would make veterans who were medically retired from the military eligible 
for both Medicare Part B and TRICARE, a health care program for retired veterans and their families, and allow 
them to choose which health plan works best for them. Under current law, veterans who receive Social Security 
Disability Insurance (SSDI) benefits are required, by law, to purchase Medicare Part B coverage. In some cases, 
they must maintain that coverage even if they return to work. S. 2117 would give these veterans the choice to 
enroll in TRICARE instead of Medicare Part B. According to a press statement accompanying the bill's intro-
duction, this legislation could save many veterans up to $1,300 a year.
     Currently, medically retired veterans who fail to purchase Medicare Part B coverage immediately upon be-
coming eligible, or who fail to maintain that coverage for at least eight years after returning to work, are forced 
to pay a late enrollment fee and higher premiums if they enroll in Medicare later in life. The late-enrollment 
penalty and higher premiums make Medicare coverage unaffordable for many of these veterans. The legislation 
seeks to change that, not only by giving these disabled veterans the option to enroll in TRICARE instead, but 
also by eliminating the eight-year Medicare requirement and late-enrollment penalties for those who were medi-
cally retired from the military. 
     PVA has endorsed this legislation because many of our members are affected by this issue.

PVA Hosts First Meeting of the RESNA Standards Committee on Air 
Travel

Information from National PVA

On November 7, 2017, PVA hosted the first meeting of the RESNA Standards Committee on Air Travel. The 
goal of the committee is to create air travel standards and guidelines for mobility devices, to include design, 
labeling, information cards, and airport personnel handling and training procedures. RESNA is a standards 
developing organization accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). The RESNA Assis-
tive Technology Standards Board is the U.S. Technical Advisory Group to ANSI for the development of ISO 
(International Organization for Standardization) standards pertaining to assistive technology and other prod-
ucts for persons with disabilities.

PVA is an official member of the committee and works closely with the committee’s leadership. Moving for-
ward, the committee plans to meet quarterly over the next year to work toward the goal of reducing damage 
to wheelchairs in air travel. PVA is joined by airlines, wheelchair manufactures, and other key stakeholders in 
these efforts.

CHAPTER BIRTHDAYS
December

January

Daniel W. Wick * Alexander M. Tomic * Richard (Rick) E. Haith, Jr. * Richard D. Helvey * 
Thomas R. Gerber * Stormy D. Brandt * Renee A. Barnes * Marion J. Gerstner

James J. Tichota * Richard A. Cornett * Daniel R. Kurtenbach * Richard W. Stokes * 
David A. Burgess * Jimmy D. Wise * Charles W. Fattig, Jr. * Keith P. Thompson * 

David P. Anderson * Vincent J. Toelle * Kim A. Hanson * Richard Harris, Jr. * Shawn A. Stencel
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That coat you still keep that you wore on that
 awesome date with that guy from Algebra II.

Through Paralyzed Veterans of America’s G.I.V.E clothing donation 
program, service never goes out of style. Your generous donations of 

clothes and other common household goods help improve the lives of severely 
injured veterans and strengthen the fabric of our community.

Give G.I.V.E a try and schedule your FREE pickup today.
To learn more, call 402-733-4328 or go to pva.org/givegoods

Paid for by the Jeffrey Carlton Charitable Foundation
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FUND A LIFETIME OF SUPPORT 
FOR SERIOUSLY INJURED VETERANS.

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE TODAY.

Regardless of the condition, all vehicles have value and are sold at auction. Proceeds from 
the sale help provide jobs, care and benefi ts for severely injured veterans and their families. 
Scheduling a pickup is free and easy, and you may be eligible for a tax deduction, too! 
There’s no better way to give back to those who have given so much.

Marketing and advertising paid for by The Jeffrey Carlton Charitable Foundation

WheelsHelpingWarriors.org
866.841.2023

Schedule a free pickup.

2 Sheds    8896 L St, Omaha, Ne 68127
A&W/Long Johns  8220 Giles Rd, La Vista, Ne 68128
Abelardo’s Mexican Food 8417 Park Dr, Omaha, Ne 68127
American Legion  230 West Lincoln St, Papillion, Ne 68046
American Legion Post 1  7811 Davenport St, Omaha, Ne 68114
Amoco Gas Station  14403 Frontier Rd, Omaha, Ne 68138
Bag N Save   2670 N. 90th St, Omaha, Ne 68137
Best Western White House Inn  305 Fort Crook Rd North, Bellevue, Ne 68005
Bulls Eye Paintless  1501 S Fort Crook Rd, Bellevue, Ne 68005
Disabled American Vets  4515 F St, Omaha, Ne 68117
DJ’s    6818 S 13th St, Omaha, Ne 68107
Fraternal Order of Eagles 6607 Sunshine Dr, Omaha, Ne 68107
Grandma’s Attic  2001 Vinton St, Omaha, Ne 68108
Hi Performance Car Wash 8904 Fort St, Omaha, Ne 68134
Jim’s Rib Haven  3801 Ames Ave, Omaha, Ne 68111
Lina’s Restaurant II LLC 8420 Brentwood Dr, LaVista, Ne 68128
Los Portables Restaurant 2614 S 13th St, Omaha, Ne 68108
Marcus Twin Creek Cinema 3909 Ranor Parkway, Bellevue, Ne, 68123
Omaha Vet Center  3047 S 72nd St, Omaha 68124
Phillips Gas Station  12005 Pacific St, Omaha, Ne 68154
Pump and Pantry  6912 S 110th St, LaVista, Ne 68128
PVA    7612 Maple St, Omaha, Ne 68137
River City Glass  13305 Millard Ave, Omaha, Ne 68137
Royal-Te-Childcare  3209 N 90th St, Omaha, Ne 68134
Star Plaza    7511 S 36th st, Bellevue, Ne 68147
Superior Spa and Pool  14005 S Plaza, Omaha, Ne 68137
Tailgaters Sportsbar  2603 S 120th St, Omaha, Ne 68144

If you know of any business that would be interested in allowing a dropbox on their lot, please contact 
Mary	at	the	Great	Plains	PVA	office	at	402-398-1422.

G.I.V.E. Clothing Donation Dropbox Locations
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ADA & Accessibility Concerns
If you have experienced a situation in which you believe an individual or business is not in 

compliance with ADA laws, and you would like assistance from Great Plains PVA, 
fill out this form as completely as possible.

Your Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________  City/State/Zip: _________________________

Telephone:  ________________________  Email:  _________________________________________

Name of the Individual/Business that is not in compliance:

__________________________________________________________________________________

Description of the situation (including any steps you have taken to address the situation): 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Date that non-compliance was realized:  ____________________________________________

If you have pictures or documents that could assist us with your case, please provide copies along with 
this form when it is returned.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Amanda Vazquez at 402-398-1422 or by email at
vazquez@greatplainspva.org.  

Return form: 

by mail:    Great Plains PVA, Attn: Amanda Vazquez, 7612 Maple St., Omaha, NE 68134; 
by fax:      402-398-1424; or
by email:  vazquez@greatplainspva.org
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For more information, visit: 
pva.org/sports 

ANNUAL AIR RIFLE  
& AIR PISTOL PROGRAM

Arizona Air Rifle/Archery  
& Boccia Tournament*
Sept. 6-8, 2017
Phoenix, AZ

West Virginia Air Rifle  
& Boccia Tournament*
Oct. 27-28, 2017
Martinsburg, WV

KY-IN Air Rifle &  
Boccia Tournament*
Nov 16-18, 2017 
Lexington, KY

Cal-Diego Air Rifle Tournament
Jan. 22-23, 2018
San Diego, CA

Mid-Atlantic  
Air Rifle Tournament
March 7-8, 2018
Richmond, VA

Wisconsin Air Rifle Tournament 
March 23-25, 2018
Milwaukee, WI

Buckeye Air Rifle Tournament
April 21-22, 2018
Geneva, OH

*indicates combined events

PARALYZED VETERANS 
NATIONAL SHOOTING 
SPORTS CIRCUIT 

Wisconsin Shooting  
Sports Tournament  
& Pistol Tournament
Aug. 4-6, 2017
Pistol & Rifle Tournament -  
Aug. 4
Green Bay, WI

North Central Shooting  
Sports Tournament
Sept. 8-10, 2017 
Pistol Tournament - Sept. 8
Sioux Falls, SD

Keystone Shooting  
Sports Tournament 
Sept. 22-24, 2017 
Pistol Tournament - Sept. 22 
Clairton, PA

Arizona Shooting  
Sports Tournament
Nov. 3-5, 2017 
Pistol Tournament - Nov. 3
Phoenix, AZ

Mid-Atlantic Shooting  
Sports Tournament
Nov. 10-12, 2017
Charles City, VA

Florida Gulf Coast  
Shooting Sports  
Tournament
March 1-3, 2018
Odessa, FL

Nevada Shooting  
Sports Tournament
March 16-18, 2018 
Pistol Tournament - March 16
Las Vegas, NV

Cal-Diego Shooting  
Sports Tournament  
& Cal-Diego Air Rifle/Pistol
March 23-25, 2018
Pistol & Rifle Tournament - 
March 23
Redlands, CA

Vaughan Shooting  
Sports Tournament
April 20-22, 2018
Edwardsville, IL

Minnesota Shooting  
Sports Tournament
May 18-20, 2018
Minneapolis, MN

Lone Star Shooting  
Sports Tournament
June 22-24, 2018
Waxahachie, TX

Iowa Shooting  
Sports Tournament  
& Pistol Tournament
June 15-17, 2018
Pistol Event - June 15, 2018
Cedar Rapids, IA

PARALYZED VETERANS 
BASS TOUR

Mid-America 
Bass Tournament
Sept. 22-24, 2017
Eufaula, OK

Lone Star Bass Tournament
Sept. 29—Oct. 1, 2017
Garland, TX

Southeastern  
Bass Tournament
Oct. 13-15, 2017
Evans, GA

Vaughan Bass Tournament
Oct. 27-29, 2017
Mt. Vernon, IL

Florida Gulf Coast  
Bass Tournament
April 6–8, 2018
Kissimmee, FL

KY-IN Bass Tournament
May 4-6, 2018
Kuttawa, KY

National Bass Tournament
June 1-3, 2018
Marbury, MD

Mid-Atlantic Bass Tournament
June 8-10, 2018
Richmond, VA

ANNUAL PARALYZED 
VETERANS/NWPA  
BILLIARDS  
TOURNAMENT SERIES

Mid-Atlantic  
Billiards Tournament
Sept. 15-17, 2017
Virginia Beach, VA

Mid-South Billiards  
Tournament
Oct. 13-14, 2017
Memphis, TN

Mid-Atlantic  
Billiards Tournament
March 23-25, 2018
Midlothian, VA

Mid-America  
Billiards Tournament
April 20-22, 2018
Oklahoma City, OK
 
Mountain States  
Billiards Tournament 
May 4-5, 2018 
Fountain, CO 

Buckeye  
Billiards Tournament**
June 22-23, 2018
Wickliffe, OH

**non-sanctioned events

ANNUAL PARALYZED 
VETERANS/AWBA 
BOWLING TOURNAMENT 
SERIES

Great Plains  
Bowling Tournament
July 6-9, 2017
Council Bluffs, IA

Mountain States  
Bowling Tournament
Aug. 24-27, 2017
Colorado Springs, CO

Mid-Atlantic  
Bowling Tournament
Sept. 22-24, 2017
Glen Allen, VA

Nevada Bowling Tournament
Nov. 30-December 3, 2017
Las Vegas, NV

Florida Gulf Coast  
Bowling Tournament
Feb. 23-25, 2018
Tampa, FL

Vaughan Bowling Tournament
May 3-6, 2018
Romeoville, IL

Mid-America  
Bowling Tournament
TBD
Shawnee, OK

BOCCIA

Nevada Boccia Tournament
Jan. 26-27, 2018
Las Vegas, NV

Cal-Diego Boccia Tournament
Feb. 22-23, 2018
San Diego, CA

PARALYZED VETERANS 
RACING

Pensacola Cycling
Sept. 16-17, 2017
Pensacola, FL

Air Force Marathon
Sept. 16, 2017
Dayton, OH

Pocahontas State Park  
Off-Road Ride  
Sept. 30, 2017
Richmond, VA

Army Ten-Miler  
Oct. 8, 2017
Washington, DC

Blue and Gray 
Oct. 21-22, 2017
Gettysburg, PA

38TH NVWG
July 30-Aug. 4, 2018 
Orlando, FL



7612 Maple Street, Omaha, Nebraska  68134-6502
www.greatplainspva.org

402-398-1422

Paralyzed Veterans of America Great Plains 
Chapter (Great Plains PVA) is a non-profit 
organization that has dedicated over 46 years to 
helping veterans with spinal cord injuries, as well as 
other individuals living with disabilities across 
Nebraska, Western-Iowa, and Kansas.  Great Plains 
PVA is dedicated to improving quality of life by 
providing education, promoting equal opportunities, 
encouraging independence, and enhancing lifetime 
health and fitness.  PVA is at the forefront helping 
and advocating for the rights and benefits of 
veterans and all people living with disabilities.
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